
Last December, Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra (HRO) musicians traveled to 
Nashua, New Hampshire for their second outreach trip of the 2016—2017 
academic year. This trip was planned in collaboration with Sinfonietta Strings, 
and director Nancy Goodwin, P ’17 of the Harvard Pierian Foundation. In two 
cars, a brass quartet and a string quartet made their way to Bicentennial 
Elementary from Harvard’s Cambridge campus. Members of the brass quartet 
included George Goodwin ’17 (trumpet), Soley Hyman ’19 (trumpet), 
Christopher Colby ’19 (bass trombone), and Anton Gillespie ’18 (French horn). 
The string quartet consisted of 
Clare Criscione ’19 (violin), 
Brandon Duffy ’20 (violin), Maria 
Park ’19 (viola), and Grant Riew 
’19 (cello). In school, the student-
musicians have academic interests 
that span from music and physics 
to neurobiology and ecology.  

Encouraging Musical Curiosity 

The musicians described the different instruments: their anatomies, quirks, and 
specialties. How do brass instruments produce different sounds? Why does the 
bass trombone have a slide? Why are all 
the string instruments different sizes? The 
curious elementary school students were 
then encouraged to pose more questions for 
the musicians. Additional topics such as the 
ethics of practicing, music theory, and 
ensemble-playing were brought up. 

Performing to Educate 
The brass quartet performed “Canzon a 4” by Giovanni Gabrieli (1554 – 1612), 
Chorale and Fugue on "So nimm denn meine Hände” by Jan Koetsier (1911 – 
2006), and “Canzona a 4” by Giovanni Battista Buonamente (– 1642). The string 
quartet brought contrast to the brass musicians’ pieces by playing for the audience 
more contemporary music such as “Love Theme” from Cinema Paradiso, and 
“Let it Go” from Frozen. Through engaging discussions and performances, the 
young students were exposed to the possibilities of classical music—an art form 
that can supplement education and bring joy to many lives. 
 

The HRO musicians are grateful for this opportunity to share their passion for 
music with younger generations, in hopes that they will develop a love and 
appreciation for music of all kinds. 
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The HRO extends a huge 

thank-you to the 

Sinfonietta Strings of 

Greater Nashua for their 

continued partnership, and 

the Harvard Club of New 

Hampshire for their 

constant support! 


